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 In this lesson you will learn about modal verbs of 

probability in the past and you will practice their use. 

You will also practice pronunciation of modal verbs of 

probability in the past, and revise some other 

functions and meanings of modal verbs.

 You will need the following material:

New Headway Fourth Edition Intermediate Student's Book

New Headway Fourth Edition Intermediate Workbook

New Headway Fourth Edition Intermediate Audio Clip

Your notebook



 WHAT ON EARTH HAS HAPPENED?(page88)

must have been /can’t have been
(Before starting make sure one of your classmates has also started doing 

this lesson.)

1. What has happened?

Look at the photos of the two women on page 88. 

Christina is calling Rachel.

Which one is Christina?

Which one is Rachel?

What do you think they are talking about?

Read and listen to Rachel’s side of the conversation in 

T11.5 [link at the bottom of this page] and answer the question:

What do you think has happened?

Vocabulary: lectures, n – predavanja;

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ftr

W1XcEpQ&t=692s
Note: All audio recordings are on the same link. After listening to T11.5, 

pause the recording until you need it again for T11.6, and continue like 

this until T11.11.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ftrW1XcEpQ&t=692s


2. Probable answers

 What can you work out from Rachel’s side of the 

conversation? In exercise 2 there are eight 

questions concerning the conversation. Two 

answers with modal verbs are offered for each 

question. Both answers are possible but one of 

them is more likely. Decide which answer is more 

probable and explain why.



 What do you think?

3. Give a summary of your ideas for each question 

in exercise 2 using modal verbs as in the 

following example:
I think Rachel and Christina must be friends and that 

Christina’s flat …

4. Now listen to the full conversation in T 11.6 and 

check your answers from exercises 2 and 3.

Answer the questions: 

Did you work out the story correctly?

Were there any surprises?



 SPOKEN ENGLISH – What on earth … ?

1. Can you remember what Rachel asked when 

Christina said something dreadful had happened? 

Read the questions in section 1. They all have  …on 

earth…? expressions, which are often used in spoken 

English to express disbelief. 

Listen to these questions (T11.7) and repeat them. 

Pay attention to the stress and intonation.

2. Read the five sentences in section 2. Think of 

responding to them with disbelief using the 

expression ‘on earth’

Listen to T 11.8 and check your answers. 



 GRAMMAR SPOT

1. Read the three sentences in section 1. They all 

express past probability. What is the present? 

Mind you, the forms for expressing present probability

can also refer to the future. 

2. In section 2, there are two sentences expressing 

present probability. What’s the past of these 

sentences?

3. Read the sentence in section 3. ‘must’ expresses 

obligation here not probability. What is the past?



 PRACTICE (page 89)

 Grammar and pronunciation

1.Look at the words in phonemic script (1-5). It’s a 
weak form of pronunciation as have is 
pronounced as /əv/. Try to match them with the 
modal forms on the right. Then listen to T 11.9 
and repeat.

2. Read the sentences in exercise 2, listen to 

T 11.10 and repeat.

 Note that /əv/ follows on directly after a modal verb.

3.Read sentence number 1 and the response 
created using the words from the brackets. Think 
of responses to other sentences. Contact one of 
your classmates and do it in turns. Then listen to 
T 11.11 and check.



 Discussing grammar

4. Look at the modals in the box. In the following 

sentences they will express obligation, ability, 

suggestion and certainty besides probability. How 

many modals can be fit naturally into each 

sentence? What are the different meanings?

 HOMEWORK

 Workbook, pages 74 and 75, exercises 6 and 7


