
READING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE 

Read the text about studying abroad and do the exercises! 

  

 

Have you always dreamed of travelling to cool places and meeting lots of different people? No matter what country 

you live in, you can fly over the world's highest waterfalls in Venezuela, learn world trade in Japan or study art in 

France. Join a study abroad program, where high school students live with a host family in a foreign country. 

Semester, summer, and year-long programs allow you to attend school, take intensive language courses, or perform 

community service in another country. Most of all, it is fun! You're not likely to suffer from general boredom while  

studying in a different learning environment. §1 

Are you convinced that a year abroad is for you, but you're worried that your parents will never go for it? Point out 

that is a chance of a lifetime and that it offers great academic opportunities — including learning a second language. 

You might also tell them that students in study abroad programs gain experiences by being in a new culture, broaden 

their horizons, and increase their maturity and self-confidence levels. §2 

Besides the excitement of travelling, one reason to study abroad is that you will experience new customs, holidays, 

foods, art, music, and politics firsthand. "Obviously, I learned the language and am now fluent, but perhaps more 

important was how much I learned about cultures, people, and myself. I learned this from the viewpoint of an active 

member of the community and my host family, not from the tourist's point of view," says Andrew, who studied in 

Poitiers, France. §3 

Christina studied in Caracas, Venezuela. She says she learned how to better stand up for herself and her beliefs and to 

express herself in another language. What could make you more confident than that? Living away from home can also 

help you adjust in the transition to college and adulthood. Matthew says he returned from studying in Australia with 

confidence, social savvy, and a genuine interest in international affairs that really set him apart from his peers. "After 

having gone abroad in high school, I found the transition to college to be a breeze." §4 

Improving your language skills might help you get into choice colleges and even land future jobs. Colleges and 

employers know that studying abroad provides leadership skills in a world that is increasingly globally interconnected. 

Study abroad students have an educational edge when entering college or starting careers — where language skills, 

cross-cultural experiences, and global outlooks are becoming essential. §5 

Although many programs have academic requirements, you usually don't have to have the highest marks to be 

eligible. Who you are is as important as your academic record. Study abroad programs look for students who are 

independent, self-assured, enjoy new experiences and different types of people, and can handle challenges. When you 

study in a foreign country, you'll be faced with new circumstances, environments, and predicaments. §6 

If you really hate change and don't like the idea of figuring things out all on your own, then studying abroad may not 

be for you. It's important to be honest with yourself — you could end up miserable far away from home if you aren't! 

If you want to change those things about yourself, then studying abroad may be an ideal way to take the plunge. Don't 

let a little anxiety stop you from considering the possibility of a summer, or year abroad. Matthew says he will never 

forget sitting in the airport about to board a plane bound for Melbourne. "I felt terrified, and thrilled at the same time," 

he says. "In the end, the rewards of living overseas far outweigh the initial uncertainties." §7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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I. READING COMPREHENSION  

   A. Read the text and match the headlines with the paragraphs. 

   HEADLINES                                                                                      PARAGRAPHS 

1. Profile of acceptable candidates 

2. Benefits of being on your own 

3. A varied menu of options 

4. Points to ponder before the final decision 

5. Using the right persuasive arguments 

6. Investment for a successful future 

7. Learning by experiencing things for yourself 

 

B. Find evidence in the text for the following statements. 

1. As students are offered different types of programs and options, they will doubtlessly enjoy themselves 

during their stay abroad.__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. When students fear that their parents won’t let them study abroad, they may argue that is a unique 

experience.____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. As a result of studying in another country, students develop their knowledge, grow up and become more 

self-assured.___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Complete the following sentences according to the text. Use your own words as far as possible. 

1. After having studied abroad, Christina not only____________________________________________ 

2. Employers like study abroad students because ____________________________________________ 

3. Even though at the beginning Matthew had felt a little apprehensive____________________________ 

 
 
D. Reread paragraph 2 (TWO) and find synonyms/antonyms for the following words/expressions. 
       
   SYNONYMS                                                                     ANTONYMS 
    1. abroad  _______________                                       4. unsure __________________ 

    2. chances ______________                                       5. unconcerned _____________ 

    3. enlarge _______________ 

E. Say what the following words refer to: 

1. “where” (§1)________________ 2.”them”( §2)_________________ 3. “their” ____________( §2) 
 



 
II.LANGUAGE WORK 
 
A. Fill in the gaps with words from the box. 
  

tool who access to the best language skills 

confident in improve foreign language communicate online 

Learning English as a (1) is easier nowadays than it was only a few years ago.  You can use modern 
channels of communication which will help you to master your (2). The Internet is everywhere now, and it is 
a very powerful (3) to learn English as a foreign language if you have (4) it. You can buy books online and 
search for the reviews which will help you to save your time and money. But if you do not like textbooks, 
you can use (5) resources to master your language skills. As for me Youtube is the greatest educational 
site for students who try to (6) their English every day. There you can find lots of educational video lessons 
with English grammar materials or just some funny videos with slang and colloquial English. When you are 
tired of English video lessons you can listen to English songs and sing them. If you want to (7) with other 
people (8) way to do this is Skype – a free Internet voice communication tool. You can find people as you 
(9) learn English and you can practise the language with them or you can even find a native speaker and 
talk with him for hours. But if you are not (10) your oral English skills – use Gmail to write messages. 

1. 3. 5. 7. 9. 

2. 4. 6. 8. 10. 

 

B. Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. If you ______________ (not like) change, you won’t feel comfortable while studying abroad. 

2. If you ______________ (travel) to a foreign country, you would adapt to unfamiliar situations.  

3. Christina wouldn’t have expanded her worldview if she _____________ (not study) in Venezuela. 

4. You _______________ (improve) your English skills if you spent a year in the UK. 

5. Exchange students _____________ (have) to provide health information if they suffer from any disease. 

 
C. Rephrase the following sentences without altering their meaning. 
1. Although some students feel a little anxious, they consider the possibility of a year abroad. 

In spite of ____________________________________________________________________________. 

 2. Matthew studied in Australia. He wanted to learn more about himself. 

So that ______________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Christina improved her language skills because she interacted with native speakers. 

As __________________________________________________________________________________. 

4. You should study in another country if you want to learn how to live on your own. 

In order to ___________________________________________________________________________. 

5. Students should be encouraged to become more independent when they turn eighteen. 

As soon as___________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 



III. WRITING - Write an essay (130-150 words) on the following topic: 

 Learning English opens up a whole new world.          

  

 


