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A.  Read the following article. 
 

     Working life has changed in the last decades. Jobs are harder to 

find and no one can be really sure about the future any longer. 
 

     Less than 50% of the working population in Britain has a full-

time, long term job with a permanent employment contract. People have become attracted to or are 

forced into part-time work, self-employment, temporary employment, job sharing and freelance 

contracts. And this is happening all over Europe. 
 

     The “job for life” is dead. Our parents and grandparents may have walked into jobs which 

offered them security and a regular salary, but the whole economic climate is changing. Natasha 

Jacoby asked students at Richmond College, West London, about their job prospects. 

     Jo, Christine, Will and Kurtis all realise that they cannot possibly ask older generations for 

careers advice. As Kurtis says, “The types of jobs your parents had are not around anymore. And 

they’re jobs they had all their lives. You can’t think about doing exactly what your parents did 

unless they were something like a doctor or a nurse. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo’s da  Jo’s dad left school with 3 A-levels at 17 and 

walked straight into a job within a week. She 

cannot imagine this happening now, except in 

very rare cases. Back then, it was the norm. Jo 

likes the idea of working in America for a while:  

                 Yet she’s no dreamer either. She does 

                       not see it as a land  of promise,     

                         but as an opportunity to  sample    

                          another culture. And like most of 

                           the students, job satisfaction is 

                           important to her, but a high   

                         salary is clearly a top priority. 

Christine thinks that you are no 

longer      respected    for       the 

profession   you  are  in.  ”Thirty 

years  ago,  if    you  worked  for 

London Transport, you could get 

a  loan  just  by  walking  into  a 

bank  and  saying,  “I  work  for    

London  Transport.”  If you did  

that now, you’d get  laughed at. 

 

Job security is extinct for these students. 
They are much more influenced by their 
personal interests and by the money in their 
choice of career. 

Ben wants to study theatre. His 

parents would like him to study 

Law but he isn’t willing to take 

up a course just to make them 

happy. While doing some work in 

the professional theatre, he saw 

90% of actors were out of work, 

but he seems undeterred.  

Will targets the 

Army as a possible 

Career move and is 

attracted to the idea of 

£16,000 salary in his first year, but 

then he mentions ambitions in theatre 

and stage management, which are not 

high-earning professions. 

 

 



Optimistic, money-minded and flexible, the people   
 to  whom I spoke  show  the  qualities  needed  to  
 survive the huge shifts in the workplace which will   

    affect our lives in the years to come. 

a.  advanced level exam in a specific subject  

b.  not discouraged by difficulties 

c.  division of work between two people 

d. work for the whole day, week, and year 

e.  work on a self-employed basis 

f.  opportunities for employment 

g. expectations/ chances for the future 

h.  money lent by a bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                       B. Match these words/ expressions with the  
                                                                          right definition: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 C. Now say what these words refer to in the text. 
        

1. this (line 6)  ____________________________________________________________ 

2. our (line 7)  _____________________________________________________________ 

3. they (line 12, 1st they)  ________________________________________________ 

4. it (Jo’s text, line 4) __________________________________________________ 

5. that (last line of Christine’s text)  _______________________________________________________ 

6. them (Ben’s text, line 4)  ______________________________________________ 

7. his (Will’s text, line 5) _____________________________________________________ 

8. which (Will’s text, line 5) ___________________________________________________ 

 
 

D. Who do these statements refer to? (Jo, Christine, Ben, Will or Kurtis?) 

1. He/She would like to get into the media industry. ____________ 

2. He/She knows he/she will have to survive in a world which is completely different 

from his/her parents’. ____________ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
        

Kurtis also wants to get into the 

entertainment industry. He’d like 

to be a children’s TV presenter, 

but he is realistic. If it gets too 

tough and competitive, he’s 

prepared to consider other jobs 

in the media. 

1. full-time work 

2. job sharing 

3. freelance work 

4.  prospects 

5. job prospects 

6. A-level 

7. loan 

8. undeterred 



3. He/She thinks the money you get is more important than job satisfaction. _______ 

4. Although he/she plans to join the Army, he/she’d like to try something else too. ___ 

5. He/She realizes certain jobs are no longer as respected as before. ____________ 

6. He/She wouldn’t mind moving to another country. ____________ 

 

E. Complete these sentences according to the text: 

1. While Jo’s father found a job soon after he finished school,  ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. Although Jo thinks job satisfaction is important, ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. Nowadays people prefer to choose a job they like rather than  _________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

4. Ben wants to study Theatre; however,  _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

5. Kurtis would like to be a children’s TV presenter, but  ________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

6. Joining the Army doesn’t sound bad to Will, who _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

F. Now answer these questions on the text: 

1. What’s the difference between looking for a job today and some years ago? ______ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kind of jobs or occupations are most people doing now? __________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. What factors do you think contribute to a person’s finding a job more easily? _____ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 


