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Why learn English?  
Learning to speak English well may be the best thing you can do to improve your life.  
Here are some examples of knowledge you can use if you know English:  
* Most pages on the Web. That's over a billion (1,000,000,000) pages of information!  
* Books — on any subject, from all over the world. Read books by British or American authors, and 
books translated from other languages. 
* The press. Only English-language magazines and newspapers can be bought in every part of the 
world.  
* Science. English is the key to the world of science. In 1997, 95% of the articles in the Science 
Citation Index were written in English.  
* News reports. Watch international television networks, such as CNN International and NBC. They 
broadcast news much faster, and more professionally, than smaller, national networks.  
We like to call English "the language of communication". Why? Because it seems all the people in 
the world have agreed to use English to talk to each other.  
* About 1,500,000,000 people in the world speak English.  
* 75% of the world's letters and postcards are written in English.  
* Almost all international conferences and competitions are conducted in English. For example, the 
Olympics and the Miss World contest.  
* Diplomats and politicians from different countries use English to communicate with each other. 
English is the main language of organizations like the United Nations, NATO, and the European 
Free Trade Association.  
If you can communicate in English, you can:  
* Contact people from all over the world. Talk about your ideas and opinions on Internet 
discussion groups. Send e-mail to interesting people. Learn about their life and culture.  
* Travel more easily. Communicate with people wherever you go — English is spoken in more than 
100 countries. Ask directions, have a conversation, or... ask for help.  
If you want a good job in business, technology, or science, get out of that armchair and start 
learning English now! (If you already have a good job, start learning before you lose it!)  
Knowing English will let you:  
* Gain technical knowledge. English is the language of technology, especially high technology like 
computer science, genetics, and medicine. If you're going to read about technology, you'll probably 
have to do it in English.  
 * Be a world-class businessman/woman. It's simple. International business is done in English. 
And all business today is international. So if you want to play, you have to know English — to 
contact other businesspeople, go to conferences, read international business newspapers and 
magazines, etc.  
* Use your computer more effectively. Most computer applications are in English, so you will 
understand them better — and become a better employee.  
* Watch American and British films in the original. Once you try it, you'll never go back to 
dubbed versions!  
* Read great books. Every famous book was written in English or it was translated into English. 
There is an amazing number of titles — from classic plays like Hamlet to modern thrillers like 
Jurassic Park.  
* Enjoy English-language music more. Believe us: music is much better if you can understand the 
words.  
English is not only the most useful language in the world. It is also one of the easiest languages to 
learn and to use: Simple alphabet; Easy plurals; Words are easy to learn; Short words; Words don't 
change; we call everybody "you".  
English is everywhere. You can easily access English-language television, music, websites, 
magazines, etc. You can learn and use your English at the same time.  
English is not only useful — it gives you a lot of satisfaction. English makes you a more powerful, 
happier person.  
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A. Match the words in column A with its equivalent in column B. 
 

   A     B 
1. improve (line 1)       a) principal 

2. key (line 8)        b) replaced the original soundtrack with a different language  

3. main (line 19)        c) fantastic   

4. wonderful (line 38)       d) surprising   

5. dubbed (line 40)       e) become or make better  

6. amazing (line 42)          f) access  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

      

 
 
B. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Correct the false ones. 
 

1. Learning English is irrelevant.      _________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Knowing English allows people to have access to lots of information. _________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. English is hardly used in writing.      _________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. It is used in many and different areas.     _________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. It is a difficult language.       _________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. Knowing English can make you feel well.     _________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
C. Answer the following questions.  
 

1. Where is English used? ____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How many English speakers are there in the world? ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What can you do if you know English? _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

4. Why is English an easy language to learn? _____________________________________ 



 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. English is everywhere. Do you agree with this statement? Justify your answer. 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. In your opinion, is learning English important? Justify your answer.  
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
II GRAMMAR  
 

A. Match the British words with their American equivalents. 
 
   British  English        American English 

   1. lift    a) sidewalk  

   2. flat     b) cookies 

   3. post    c) mail  

   4. biscuits    d) apartment  

   5. pavement    e) movie   

   6. autumn     f) vacation  

   7. film    g) elevator 

   8. sweets    h) cab  

   9. holidays   i) fall 

   10. taxi    j) candies  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

          

 
 
 
B. Complete with the missing preposition: in, on, at, from, by, for, since or Ø. 
 

1. We have English classes ____________ Tuesdays.  

2. Barak Obama was born ___________ 1961. 

3. Students don’t usually go to school ___________ car. 

4. We are ___________ Madeira. 

5. We have studied English ___________ 2000. 

6. They visit a different country every ___________ Summer. 

7. They don’t like to do the homework ___________ night. 

8. They stayed in London ___________ two weeks. 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

C. Fill in with the correct article: a, an, the, or Ø. 
     

We went on _____ 1 school trip to _____ 2 New York. We 

learned a lot about tourist attractions there. We visited _____ 3 

Statue of Liberty and Times Square, _____ 4  symbol of its city. 

New York is _____ 5 city which never sleeps. And _____ 6 

Times Square is also very animated.  

We had _____ 7  excellent trip in _____ 8 USA.  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 

D. Build questions.       
 

1. he / be / from / where? _________________________________________________ 

2. old / she / how / be? ___________________________________________________ 

3. English magazines / have / got / you / many / how?  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. when / homework / you / do? ____________________________________________ 

5. football player / who / the / be / best? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. favourite / your / be / film / what?  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
III WRITING 
 

Choose a topic and write about 100 words on it.  
 
1. Comment the following statement:   
"English is well-positioned to become the universal language spoken by all, which 

would eliminate the harmful language barrier that separates countries and peoples." 

 
 Don’t forget to write about: - if you agree or disagree with the statement  
                                                - how English became the universal language 
                - advantages of being the universal language 

          - disadvantages of being the universal language 
  - ….            

    
 
2. Imagine that you went on a language trip to an English-speaking country.  
    Write about your experience there. 

    Don’t forget to write about: - where you went 
         - where you stayed 
         - what you did there  
         - how long you stayed 
         - the people you met 
         - the course and your English 
         - why you went there 


