
 

 
PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE AND DIRECTION 
‘BETWEEN’ means : 

• In or into the space separating two or more points, objects, 
people, etc. 

I’ll sit between Grandpa and Granny. 

• In the period of time separating two points of time, days, 
months, events. 

What were you doing between 7 and 8 p.m.?  
• From one place to another 

He keeps traveling between New Delhi and Agra. 
We use ‘AMONG’ : 

• To mean ‘surrounded by somebody/something or in the middle 
of somebody/something’. 

It is a small town among the Shivalik hills. 
Someone amont the crowd shouted, “Go away!” 

• To mean that ‘somebody/something is included or happening in 
groups of peoples’. 

This is a common problem among the teenagers. 

• Instead of between when three or more things or people are 
involved (while dividing or choosing something) 

Distribute the sweets equally among the four children. 
We use ‘IN FRONT OF’ : 

• To mean ‘a positon that is further forward than 
somebody/something, but not very far away’. 

The bus in front of us stopped suddenly. 

• To mean ‘opposite, working at or in the presence of 

something/someone’.  Her house is right in front of mine. 

My son keeps sitting in front of the computer. 
(keeps playing games/working at it) 
‘BEHIND’ means : 

• At or towards the back of somebody/something, (often hidden) 

by it or them.  Who is behind Peter? 

There is a small garden behind the house. 

• Making less progress than somebody/something. 

He’s behind all other students in Mathematics. 

• Late.  The train is running behind schedule. 

• Responsible for starting or developing something and making it 

a success.  He is the man behind the show. 
We use ‘BESIDE’ : 

• To mean ‘next to somebody/something’.  
“Kate, sit beside your granny, will you?” 
Do not confuse ‘BESIDE’ with ‘BESIDES’ which means ‘in addition 
to something/somebody or apart from somebody/something’. 

We have many other things in common, besides our liking for 

Indian classical music. 

Besides painting, he also likes to write poetry in his free time. 
We use ‘NEAR’ : 

• To mean ‘at a short distance away from somebody/something’. 

She lives near the temple.  

He works hard only near the examination. 

• To mean ‘at a short period of time from something’. 

There is a lot of rush in the markets near Christmas. 

• To mean ‘similar to somebody/something in quality, size, etc.’ 

The gymnast’s performance was near perfect. 
We use ‘ALONG’ : 

• To mean ‘from end to or towards the other end of something’. 

We walked along the bank for about a hundred yards. 
We use ‘THROUGH’ : 

• To mean ‘from one end or side of something’somebody to the other’. 

The thief entered the room through the window. 

• To mean ‘from the beginning to he end of an activity, a situation 
or a period of time’. 

I cannot sit through a bollywood movie. 

The old man may not live through the winter. 

• To mean ‘past a barrier, stage or test’. 

She drove through a red light.  I will esily get through the exam. 
 

 
 

• To mean ‘by means of.’  
I got the job through a placement agency. 
‘TO’ : 
There are about 20 different uses of ‘TO’ as a preposition, one of 
which conveys the sense of ‘towards’ or ‘in direction of’. 

I walk to school everyday.  They are on their way to the station. 
We use ‘TOWARD/TOWARDS’ : 

• To mean ‘in the direction ‘of somebody/something’. 

The tiger was moving towards the herd of buffaloes. 

• To mean ‘close(r) to a point in time’. 

Towards the end of the game, the player looked tired. 

• In relation of somebody/something. 

My mother-in-law is very affectionate towards me. 
 

(A)  Fill in the blanks with correct prepositions. 

1)  The choice is __________ (between/among) tea and coffee.  

      What would you prefer? 

2)  There is a heap of garbage right ___________ (in front of/near) 

       my house. 

3)  There is a post office ___________ (near/in front of) my  

       house. It’s hardly 25 metres away. 

4)  Who stood first ___________ (between/among) the boys? 

5)  The arrow pierced __________ (through/between) his heart. 

6)  The road runs ______________ (along/through) the  

      northern bank of the river for about ten kilometers. 

7)  I saw a grizzly bear lumbering _________ (to/towards) me. 

8)  Whenever you ned help come _________ (to/towards) me. 

9)  Mitali is __________ (beside/besides) herself with joy. She  

     has topped the school! 

10)  Who is ___________ (behind/beside) the success of this show? 

 

(B)  Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions. 

1)  There is no love lost __________ the two brothers. They    

     don’t get _________ will with each other. 

2)  I have gone ___________ this book several times. It is very  

      interesting. 

3)  There were guns ________ them and guns _________ them. 

4)  _______ the end of the performance the lead dancer came  

    _______ the Chief Guest and requested him to join the dance. 

5)  There is a very good hotel __________ the bus stand. 

6)  The train is running __________ the schedule.  
7)  Who is the girl sitting __________ your mother in that  

     picture? I know the one exactly ______________ her. She’s Pooja. 

8)  I found this statue lying __________ a heap of condemned articles. 

9)  There are many differences __________ the Americans and  

      the Iraqis. 

10)  Come and sit __________ me. I want to talk to you.  

 

(C)  Fill in the blanks with ‘between, among, beside, besides.’ 

The grandmother was sitting (i) _________ her grand daughter. 

She was the only elderly person (ii) __________ all others. Her 

grandson sat (iii) ____________ her daughter and son. (iv) 

__________ the family members, there was an important 

member – their pet, Johny. 
 

(D) Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions. 

Sitting (i) ___________ the principal is our new teacher, Mrs. 

Gopa Kaushal. She is the best (ii) __________ all the teachers in 

the school. Mrs. Nandine, our chemistry teacher, is Mrs. Gopa’s 

best friend. There is great affinity (iii) __________ the two. 

Mrs. Goopa lives right (iv) ____________ my house while Mrs. 

Nandine lives a street (v) _____________ my house. In the 

evenings, I often see them in the park (vi) ____________ my 

house. Mrs. Gopa comes (vii) ________ the front gate while Mrs. 

Nandini uses the one (viii) ___________ the great fountain. 
 
 
 


