
GRAMMAR EXERCISES (mixed) 
1. Put a tick if the underlined verbs are already correct. If they are wrong, correct them. 

a) I’m sorry; I didn’t think the noise will disturb anyone. 

b) Where were you? I thought you were going to wait for me. 

c) We were discussing your case tomorrow, so I’ll be able to give you an answer soon. 

d) I never thought that I would be spending my holiday in hospital, but there I was. 

e) I hope the building work would have finished by the time we get there. 

f) I was about to report him missing, when he walked through the door. 

2. Can you explain the difference between these pairs of sentences? 

 a) When I last went to Moscow, they had renovated St Basil’s Cathedral. 

      When I last went to Moscow, they had been renovating St Basil’s Cathedral. 

 b) Although she tried to hide her face, I could see that Clara was crying. 

                Although she tried to hide her face, I could see that Clara had been crying.  

3. Underline the correct answer.   

a) Ann felt very pleased with herself. She had found/found what she was looking for. 

b) By the time I got back to the bathroom, the bath had overflowed/overflowed. 

c) She walked into the station only to find that the train had left/left. 

d) I was just about to leave when I had remembered/remembered my briefcase. 

e) My sister told me that Joe had died/died. 

f) He had looked/looked at his watch again and began to walk even faster. 

g) In a surprise move, the Prime Minister had resigned/resigned last night. 

4. Find the following: a) three sentences that are incorrect, b) three sentences with the present prefect  

    which could also have the past simple (consider the difference in meaning); c) three sentences where  

    only the present perfect is correct. 

a) Jane has agreed to lend us her car. 

b) Do you know how many people have walked on the moon? 

c) Phone for an ambulance. I think Keith’s broken his arm. 

d) In his twenties, Lawrence has spent many years travelling around Spain. 

e) The Vikings have established a settlement at what is now York, in the north of England. 

f) The house looks so much bigger now that we’ve painted the walls in brighter colours. 

g) My brother has gone into town to buy some shoes. 

h) The Earth has been formed about 4,500 million years ago. 

i) I’ve worked in Malaysia for three years.  

5. Choose the correct verb, and sometimes write a suitable word – an article, noun, adjective … 

Dear Claudia, 

 Thanks for your letter. I’m pleased to hear/hearing/hear that you’re having a good time in York. How is 

the English course going? Are you allowed/Do you have to/Must you do lots of homework? What’s your 

teacher _____? Is he friendly? You have to/should/must write and tell me more! 

 I had _____ wonderful time in Japan. My friend, Akiko, invited me stay/to stay/staying with her family 

in Kyoto. Do you remember her? She’s the girl _____ visited me last summer. They have a house on a hill just 

outside Kyoto. There was a beautiful _____ of the city from my bedroom window. Akiko’s family were 

incredibly kind and hospitable, and wouldn’t let that I pay/me pay/me to pay for anything. We ate out a lot. 

Japanese _____ is delicious – lots of vegetables, fish and rice. I loved visit/visiting/to visit the temples and 

gardens. I’ll send/I’m going to send/I’m sending you some photos when I’ve had them developed. We went 

everywhere by train. I think Japan has _____ best trains in the world. They’re clean and never late! 

 I had to/must/could learn Japanese customs very quickly! In Japan you don’t have to/aren’t allowed to 

wear your shoes in the house– you wear slippers ____  the host provides. And you have to/ are allowed to make 

a loud noise when you drink tea! (In fact, it’s polite if you do!) I caught a cold while I was there, but I 

couldn’t/shouldn’t/didn’t have to blow my nose in public as it’s considered to be rude.  

 Tomorrow my mother and father will come/are going to come/are coming to stay for a few days. I 

must/can tidy the house! Tomorrow evening we’re going/we’ll go/we’re going to go to the theatre, and on 

Wednesday Ann has invited us all go round/going round/to go round for a meal. Apart from that, I haven’t 

made any plans – perhaps I’m taking/I’ll take/I’m going to take them for a drive in the country. Or we could 

go to Stratford and visit the house _____ Shakespeare was born. 

 Anyway, I must/can stop writing now – it’s nearly midnight and I’ve got an early start tomorrow. Write 

again soon and let me know/knowing/to know how you’re getting on. Give my love to Frank when you see him. 

 Hope see/seeing/to see you soon! Love, Julie 


