
 

READING COMPREHENSION EXERCISE  
 

Read the text and do the exrcises that follow! 

 

Adolescent Rebellion 

 

 David is 16 and completing his junior year of high school. Only three years 

previously, his parents considered him an ideal child, and he saw them as ideal parents. But 

all this has changed. 

 Once an outstanding student, this year David does just enough work to pass – and 

his grades reflect it. His behaviour at home has become unbearable. He fluctuates 

between episodes of sudden withdrawal in which he demands “Leave me alone”, and intense 

arguments in which he criticizes everything his parents stand for. Curfews are defied, 

homework is brushed aside for his guitar, and when leaving the house and asked where he 

is going, he defiently replies: “Out”. 

 David helped form a rock band the summer before, and now regards his music as his 

life. But his father was hurt and disappointed. He had assumed that David would join him in 

the family law practice, just he had joined David’s grandfather. Discussions regarding 

David’s future are futile and painful. 

 Away from home and his parent’s ears, however, David supports many of their 

beliefs and values. He prizes integrity, negotiates contracts between the rock band and 

prospective employers, and – as his father once was – is quite active on his school’s football 

team. 

 Adolescence, for many, is the best and worst of times, a period of rapid change and 

great turmoil. The rebellious behaviour of adolescents takes various forms, including 

struggles for emancipation, acts of open defiance, negativism, nagging, fighting, 

disobedience and contemptuous attitudes. Whatever its expression, many agree that 

adolescent rebellion is a disguised form of assertiveness best understood within the 

context of adolescent development. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 

outstanding- excellent, remarkable 

sullen- showing bad temper 

withdrawal- not taking part in any activity 

curfews- a rule that all people should remain indoors at stated times 

support- approve 

turmoil- state of confusion, excitement and trouble 

assertiveness- showing a confident belief in one’s ability 

 

I 

A. Make correspondence between the words of the text and its meaning. 

(underlined in the text) 

 

1. unbearable                                 a) represent 

2. stand for                                    b) frustrated 

3. defied                                        c) disobey 

4. brushed aside                            d) not tolerable 

5. disappointed                              e) refuse to pay attention to 



B. Scan the text and complete the sentences below. Use your own words. 

 

1. David’s parents were very proud of him because ..... 

2. David has changed when he started ............ 

3. For David the most important thing in his life ............ 

4. In relation to a future job, David’s father wanted him to be ........... 

 

C. Answer these questions using your own words. 

 

1. David has different kinds of behaviour as he is at home or away from it. 

a) How is David’s behaviour at home? 

b) How does he behave away from home? 

 

II 

 

A. Insert the adequate modal verb (negative forms may be necessary). Sometimes more than 

one form is correct. 

 

1. Students .............register within the next fifteen days. It will be too late after that. 

2. You.........read that book. You’d enjoy it. 

3. David ......... get into the house because he had forgotten the key. 

4. Take an umbrella. It ............rain before evening. 

 

B. Rewrite the following sentences inserting the adequate modal verb in the place of the 

underlined phrase and make the necessary changes. 

 

1. Not all teenagers are able to choose a career by themselves. 

2. My father is likely to give me the money I need. 

3. Children are forbidden to watch television till late in the evening. 

4. Parents have the duty to look after their children’s needs. 

 

III 

 

 Choose ONE of the following topics and write a composition of about 80-100 words: 

 

1. How close are you to your parents and grandparents? What sort of relationship do you have 

with your family? 

You may refer to the following items: 

- do you get on well with all the members of your family? 

- do you talk with them about your problems or your plans for the future? 

- how important is your family for you? 

-  

 

2. You too will have a family in the near future. How do you imagine this family of yours? 

Think of the the following aspects: 

- relationship man-woman; marriage vs living together; 

- roles at home; number of children; education of the children 

 


